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O n t a ñ ó n  C r i a n z a  i s  o u r  e s s e n t i a l  w in e .  
E s s e n c e  m e a n s  s o m e th in g  th a t  is  im p o r-
t a n t , c h a ra c te r is t ic  o r  fu n d am e n ta l in  a  
t h in g . A n d  in  O n ta ñ ó n , o u r  c r ia n z a  c o m b i-
n e s  th e s e  th re e  c o n d it io n s  b e c a u s e  e a c h  
y e a r  it  s e t s  u s  a  c h a lle n g e  in  a ll t h e s e  fa c -
to rs  w h ic h  c o m e  to g e th e r  w h e n  m a k in g  
a  w in e : m a x im u m  c a re  in  a n  in c re a s in g ly  
ra t io n a l a n d  s u s t a in a b le  fo rm  o f  v it ic u l-
tu re , w in e m a k in g  p ra c t is e s  fi rm ly  g u id e d  
b y  th e  a b s o lu te  p u rs u it  o f  q u a lit y  a n d  th e  
v o c a t io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  d e v o te  th e m -
s e lv e s  a t  e a c h  s te p  in  t h e  p a th  to  a c h ie v e  
th e  in fi n ite  n u a n c e s  o f  p le a s u re  th a t  a n  
O n ta ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  c a n  b r in g  u s  w h e n  it  re a -
c h e s  o u r  p a la te .

E v e r y  h a r v e s t  is  d iff e re n t , b e c a u s e  th e  c li-
m a to lo g ic a l fa c to rs  a re  a ls o  a  fu n d am e n -
ta l p a r t  o f  t h is  e s s e n c e . I t  re p re s e n t s  R io ja . 

I t s  s o ils , it s  c lim a te s , t h e  a lt it u d e  o f  e a c h  
o f  o u r  v in e y a rd s . T h e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  tw o  
k e y  v a r ie t ie s  fo r  o u r  id e n t it y : t e m p ra n illo  
a n d  th e  t y p ic it y  o f  a  t ra d it io n  a n d  s u c h  
a n  im p o r t a n t  s e t t in g  in  t h e  h is to r y  o f  w i-
n e m a k in g  in  S p a in  a s  R io ja , it s  la n d s c a p e s , 
it s  p e o p le , it s  w a y s  o f  m a k in g  a n d  liv in g  
w in e . A  t im e le s s  t ra d it io n  w h ic h  w e  lo v e  
a n d  re s p e c t , a n d  w h ic h  is  p re s e n t  in  e a c h  
a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  s te p s  w e  t a k e  w ith  
th is  w in e .
 
A n d  t h e  b l e n d .  T h e  c o u p a g e .  A  m i x t u r e  
o f  v a r i e t i e s  a n d  t e r r o i r s .  K n o w in g  h o w  
t o  j u g g le  a  t i n y  u n i v e r s e  o f  f a c t o r s  t o  
a l l y  y o u r s e l f ,  w i t h  e v e r y  v i n t a g e ,  e v e r y  
h a r v e s t ,  w i t h  e x c e l l e n c e .  In  t h is  c a s e , o n e  
p lu s  o n e  n e v e r  o n ly  m a k e s  tw o . T h e  m ix tu -
re  o f  s o ils , s o  w e ll p la n n e d , s o  w e ll c a re d  
fo r, is  m u c h  m o re  th a n  ju s t  a d d in g  th e m  

ONTAÑÓN CRIANZA
Essence of Rioja

A n  e x p lo s i o n  o f  f r u i t .  E s s e n c e  o f  R i o j a  a n d  a n  a m a lg a m a t i o n  o f  t e m p r a n i l l o  a n d  
g a r n a c h a .  F r o m  a  r a n g e  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  a  m i x t u r e  o f  F r e n c h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  o a k  
t o  t r a n s p o r t  y o u  t o  t h e  s t y l e  a n d  p l e a s u r e  o f  a  g r e a t  w in e  w h i c h  d e fi n e s  t h e  s o u l  
o f  o u r  b o d e g a .  A  m i x t u r e  o f  v a r i e t i e s  a n d  t e r r o i r s .

K n o w in g  h o w  t o  j u g g le  a  t i n y  u n i v e r s e  o f  f a c t o r s  t o  a l l y  y o u r s e l f ,  w i t h  e v e r y  v i n t a -
g e ,  e v e r y  h a r v e s t ,  w i t h  e x c e l l e n c e   O n e  o f  t h e  k e y  a s p e c t s  o f  p r o d u c i n g  O n t a ñ ó n  
C r i a n z a  i s  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  v a r i e t i e s :  t e m p r a n i l l o  a n d  g a r n a c h a  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i t s  c o n -
t i n u i t y  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .    
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to g e th e r. T h e  re s u lt  is  to  m u lt ip ly  t h e  im -
p o r t a n c e  a n d  th e  d iff e re n t ia t in g  fe a tu re s . 

- T w o  v a r i e t i e s :  t e m p r a n i l l o  a n d  
g a r n a c h a .   

- A  b l e n d  o f  s e l e c t e d ,  e s t a t e -o w n e d  
v i n e y a r d s .

- T w o  k i n d s  o f  o a k :  A m e r i c a n  a n d  
F r e n c h .  

- A n  i n fi n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  f a c t o r s  t o  
a c h i e v e  e x c e l l e n c e .

In  c o o l y e a rs , O n ta ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  o ff e rs  u s  
d iff e re n t  n u a n c e s  to  t h o s e  in  w a rm e r  
y e a rs , in  t h e  m o u th , o n  th e  n o s e , e v e n  in  
t h e  fe e l. T h e  f ru it  p a r t  m o v e s  u s ; it ’s  t ru e , 
b u t  w e  w o rk  w ith  th e  c a s k s  s o  th a t  t h e  

o a k  is  p re s e n t  b u t  d o e s  n o t  d o m in a te  th e  
a ro m a s  a s  a  w h o le . A  w in e  t h a t  e x p r e s -
s e s  R i o j a ,  i t s  e l e g a n c e ,  i t s  l e n g t h  a n d  
t h e  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  a lw a y s  m a k e  
y o u  w a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  d r i n k i n g .  R i o j a  i n  
e s s e n c e .  E s s e n c e  o f  R i o j a .
 
F a m i l y  v i n e y a r d s .  O n ta ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  
s p r in g s  f ro m  a  s u rp r is in g  ra n g e  o f  s o il 
t y p e s , e x p o s u re s  a n d  v a r ie t ie s . A  te r r ito r y  
p a c k e d  w ith  n u a n c e s  in  w h ic h  th e  w o rk  
o f  fo u r  g e n e ra t io n s  h a s  c re a te d  a  w a y  
o f  b e in g , a  s t y le  o f  m a k in g  w in e s  b y  
re m a in in g  fa it h fu l to  t h e  la n d . W e  lo o k  
a f te r  b io d iv e rs it y  b e c a u s e  th e  r ic h n e s s  o f  
t h e  s u r ro u n d in g s  is  re fl e c te d  in  t h e  w in e ’s  
a ro m a t ic  im p r in t . W e  fe e l t h e  b io d iv e rs it y  
b e c a u s e  it  is  o u r  e s s e n c e . E s s e n c e  o f  
O n ta ñ ó n . E s s e n c e  o f  R io ja .

The biodiversity of the soils defines the vineyards of Ontañón
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VARIETAL REALITY: 
TEMPRANILLO AND GARNACHA

The reasons for a historic coupage

O n e  o f  t h e  k e y s  to  m a k in g  O n ta ñ ó n  
C r ia n z a  is  it s  v a r ie t a l d iv e rs it y : t e m p ra n illo  
a n d  g a rn a c h a  a s  t h e  b a s is  o f  it s  c o n t in u it y  
y e a r  a f te r  y e a r. W ith  th e  t e m p r a n i l l o  w e  
o b t a i n  l e n g t h  a n d  g i v e  t h e  w in e  d u r a -
b i l i t y ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  g a r n a c h a ,  w e  g i v e  
i t  a n  i d e n t i t y  w h i c h  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  e s -
s e n c e  o f  t h e  R i o j a  O r i e n t a l ,  t h e  id e n t it y  
o f  o u r  ro o t s , a s  w e ll a s  t h e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  
o f  t h e  g ra p e  it s e lf : b o d y , sw e e tn e s s  a n d  
a n  u n m is t a k a b le  f ru it in e s s .
 
A s  t h e  w in e r y  o e n o lo g is t  R u b é n  P é r e z  
C u e v a s  e x p la i n s ,  t e m p r a n i l l o  o ff e r s  
a c i d i t y ,  a b s o lu t e l y  v i t a l  f o r  a g e i n g ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s i l k i n e s s  a n d  
s u b t l e t y  w h i c h  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  f e a t u -
r e s  o f  a  v a r i e t y  w h i c h  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  
i n  R i o j a  w in e s .
 
T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  te n d s  to  b e  v e r y  s im ila r  
a lm o s t  e v e r y  y e a r : 8 0  p e r  c e n t  t e m p ra n illo  
a n d  th e  re s t  g a rn a c h a . T h e  re a s o n s  fo r  
t h e s e  fi g u re s  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  b y  h is to r y , b y  
k n o w le d g e  a n d  b e c a u s e  “w e  m u s t  n o t  
v a r y  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h i s  w in e  m u c h  s i n c e  
i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  
b o d e g a ”.  H o w e v e r, a s  R u b é n  e x p la in s , in  
re c e n t  h a r v e s t s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  g ra d u a lly  
in c re a s in g  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  g a rn a c h a  to  

im p ro v e  th e  a ro m a t ic  a n d  o rg a n o le p t ic  
p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  f ru it : “ T h e  t r e n d  i s  m a r -
k e d  b y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  a n d  w e  
a r e  d o i n g  i t  v e r y  g r a d u a l l y ,  i n  a  c o n t r o -
l l e d  w a y  s o  a s  n o t  t o  l o s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  
t h e  w in e ,  b u t  s t r e s s i n g  t h i s  v o c a t i o n  
f o r  f r u i t i n e s s .  T h e  g a r n a c h a  a l s o  b r i n g s  
u s  b o d y  a n d  a l c o h o l i c  s t r e n g t h ,  w h i c h  
i s  w h y  s o  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  e v o lu -
t i o n  t o  b e  e x t r e m e ly  s u b t l e ”.  

Garnachas riojanas de Ontañón Familia.
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SELECTION OF THE GRAPES

T h is  is  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y  q u e s t io n s  in  
a c h ie v in g  th e  q u a lit y  w e  s e e k  e v e r y  y e a r  
a n d  w h ic h  w e  re g a rd  a s  u n sw a y a b le . 
A  q u a lit y  w h ic h  is  fo rk e d  w ith  e a c h  v in t a -
g e  a n d  im p ro v e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a rs . 
I n  O n t a ñ ó n  w e  h a v e  a  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  
o f  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  e a c h  o f  o u r  p a r c e l s  
o f  v i n e s  a n d  w e  k n o w  p e r f e c t l y  t h e  
r i p e n i n g  p o t e n t i a l  o f  e a c h  v i n e y a r d  
w h i c h  w e  u s e  f o r  m a k i n g  t h i s  w in e .
 
T h e  p ro c e s s  is  s p re a d  o v e r  t h e  w h o le  o f  
t h e  g ro w in g  s e a s o n . F o r  e x am p le , w e  
c h e c k  th e  p o te n t ia l y ie ld  o f  t h e  v in e s  in  
t h e  v é ra is o n  s t a g e  s o  a s  to  fa v o u r  t h e  
m o s t  b a la n c e d  r ip e n in g  a n d  fo r  t h e  v in e  
n o t  to  b e  fo rc e d  to  m a k e  s te r ile  e ff o r t s  
w ith  g ra p e s  w h ic h  w ill n o t  b e  fi n a lly  
s e le c te d .
 

D u r in g  th e  r ip e n in g  p e r io d  –w h ic h  is  a  
c ru c ia l m o m e n t  in  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  t h e  
g ra p e s  a n d  th e  s e t t in g  o f  it s  fu n d am e n ta l 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  w ith  re g a rd  to  a ro m a s  a n d  
c o lo u r- o u r  t e am  p e r fo rm s  n u m e ro u s  
c h e c k s  o f  t h e  a g e in g  p o te n t ia l a n d  w e  
fo c u s  s p e c ia l a t te n t io n  o f  t h e  p h e n o lic  
m a tu r it y .
 
W e  m a k e  O n t a ñ ó n  C r i a n z a  e x c lu s i -
v e l y  f r o m  g r a p e s  w h i c h  a r e  s o u r c e d  
f r o m  v i n e y a r d s  a t  h i g h ,  c o o l  a l t i t u d e s  
w h e r e  a c i d i t y  l e v e l s  a r e  m a in t a i n e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  r i p e n i n g  p r o c e s s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w e  m a k e  a  s e l e c t i o n  i n  
t h e  v i n e y a r d  i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  v e r y  
e x h a u s t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h i c h  a r e  
t h e  m i c r o  p a r c e l s  t h a t  r i p e n  b e s t .

Detailed work on the selection table.
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HOW ONTAÑÓN CRIANZA IS MADE

T h e  w in e m a k in g  p ro c e s s , a lw a y s  w ith  
e a c h  o f  t h e  g ra p e  v a r ie t ie s  v in ifi e d  s e p a ra -
te ly , t a k e s  p la c e  in  s t a in le s s  s te e l v a t s . I n  
O n t a ñ ó n  C r i a n z a  w e  o n l y  u s e  t h e  f r e e  
r u n  w in e ,  t h a t  i s ,  w i n e  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  
fi r s t  m u s t  t h a t  fl o w s  b e f o r e  c r u s h i n g .
 
C o ld  m a c e r a t i o n
B e fo re  fe rm e n ta t io n , w e  le a v e  th e  m u s t  in  
c o ld  m a c e ra t io n  fo r  fi v e  d a y s  to  fa v o u r  t h e  
n a tu ra l e x t ra c t io n  o f  c o lo u r  a n d  th e  re le a -
s e  o f  a ro m a s  a n d  a ro m a t ic  p re c u rs o rs . In  
a d d it io n , t h e  e n z ym e s  h e lp  u s  w ith  th e  
re le a s e  o f  t h e  g ra p e s ’ p o ly s a c c h a r id e s . 
(P o ly s a c c h a r id e s  a c t  a s  p h y s ic a l-c h e m ic a l 
s t a b ilis e rs  o f  t h e  w in e , s t a b ilis e  t h e  fo am , 
re t a in  a ro m a t ic  c o m p o u n d s  a n d  re d u c e  
a s t r in g e n c y ).
 
F e r m e n t a t i o n  b e g i n s
T h e  t a n k s  a re  b le d  o f  fi v e  p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  
m u s t  s o  a s  to  c o n c e n t ra te  t a n n in s  a n d  
c o lo u r  in  a  n a tu ra l w a y , a n d  th e  fe rm e n -
ta t io n  c o n t in u e s  fo r  s e v e n  d a y s  w ith  a  
c o n t ro lle d  te m p e ra tu re  o f  2 4  d e g re e s . 
I n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  w e  c a r r y  o u t  p u m p in g  
o v e r ,  s t i r r i n g  a n d  r a c k  a n d  r e t u r n  

p r o c e s s e s  s e v e r a l  t im e s . R a c k  a n d  re tu rn  
in v o lv e s  c o m p le te ly  e m p t y in g  th e  w in e  
f ro m  th e  fe rm e n ta t io n  v a t  in to  a n o th e r  
v a t  a n d , o n c e  th e  c a p  h a s  d e s c e n d e d  to  
th e  b o t to m , th e  w in e  is  re tu rn e d  to  th e  
o r ig in a l v a t  f ro m  a b o v e  s o  th a t  it  fa lls  o n to  
th e  c a p , t h e re b y  in c re a s in g  th e  c a p a c it y  
fo r  e x t ra c t in g  th e  a n th o c y a n in s , t a n n in s  
a n d  p h e n o lic  c o m p o u n d s  f ro m  th e  s k in s  
a n d  p ip s .
 
P o s t -f e r m e n t a t i v e  m a c e r a t i o n
W ith  p o s t-fe rm e n ta t iv e  m a c e ra t io n  
w e  fa v o u r  t h e  e x t ra c t io n  o f  t a n n in s  
w h ic h  a ls o  h e lp  to  g iv e  th e  w in e  m o re  
b a c k b o n e . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  
s t a r t  t o  s t a b i l i s e  t h e  c o lo u r  t h r o u g h  i t s  
c o m b in a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t a n n i n s . T h e re  
is  a ls o  a  re le a s e  o f  m a n o p ro te in s  a n d  
p o ly s a c c h a r id e s , t h is  t im e  p ro v id e d  b y  
th e  y e a s t s . T h is  is  a ll ro u n d e d  o ff  b y  th e  
p ro c e s s  o f  m ic ro -o x y g e n a t io n  b e tw e e n  
th e  a lc o h o lic  fe rm e n ta t io n  a n d  th e  s t a r t  
o f  m a lo la c t ic  fe rm e n ta t io n  w h ic h  a ls o  
fa v o u rs  t h e  s t a b ilis a t io n  o f  t h e  c o lo u r  
a n d  a  re d u c t io n  o f  t h e  h a rd n e s s  o f  t h e  
t a n n in s .
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Ontañón Crianza, in the Centaur of the Temple of Wine.
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O u r  O n ta ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  is  m a d e  u s in g  a  
b le n d  o f  s o u rc e s  o f  o a k  fo r  th e  c a s k s : 7 5 %  
A m e r i c a n  o a k  a n d  2 5 %  F r e n c h . In  th is  
c a s e , th e  c a s k s  a re  u s e d  fo r  th e  fi rs t  o r  s e -
c o n d  t im e . T h e  n e w  o n e s  a llo w  u s  to  o b -
ta in  fa s te r  a g e in g  in  le s s  t im e , s in c e  th e ir  
m ic ro -o x y g e n a t io n  is  g re a te r. In  a d d it io n , 
th e  re le a s e  o f  c o m p o u n d s  fro m  th e  w o o d  
in c re a s e s . H o w e v e r, th e re  is  le s s  c o m p le -
x it y . T h a t  is  w h y  it  is  s o  im p o r ta n t  to  u s e  
w o o d  u s e d  fo r  a  p re v io u s  w in e , in  w h ic h  
th e  a g e in g  s lo w s  d o w n  a n d  a lth o u g h  th e  
t ra n s fe r  o f  c o m p o u n d s  is  le s s , a ro m a t ic a lly  
th e  w in e  re s u lt s  m u c h  m o re  c o m p le x . T h is  
fa c to r  is  a ls o  v e r y  b e n e fi c ia l fo r  th e  p re s e r-
v a t io n  o f  th e  fru it  in  th e  w in e . T h e  w o rk  
is  v e r y  p a in s ta k in g  s o  a s  to  a c h ie v e  th e  
p e r fe c t  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  n o te s  th a t  
c o m e  fro m  th e  o a k  a n d  th e  c o m p le x it y  
a n d  th e  fru it  lo a d  th a t  w e  o b ta in  fro m  th e  
s im u lta n e o u s  u s e  o f  n e w  a n d  u s e d  b a r re ls  
w e  m a k e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  o f  c a s k  a g e in g . A  
sm a ll p u z z le  w h ic h  w e  p u t  to g e th e r  w ith  
c o n s ta n t  s am p lin g  a n d  a n a ly s is .

CASK AGEING
Micro-oxygenation, fruit load and complexity

T h e  b l e n d  o f  c a s k s  m a d e  f r o m  F r e n c h  
o r  A m e r i c a n  o a k .
W ith  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  s o u rc e s  b e tw e e n  
F re n c h  a n d  A m e r ic a n  o a k  w e  a re  s e e k in g  
c o m p le x it y , fi n e s s e  a n d  b a la n c e  in  o u r  w i-
n e s . T h e  A m e r ic a n  o a k  g iv e s  u s  m o re  n o -
te s  o f  v a n illa , c o c o n u t , sw e e te r  n u a n c e s ..., 
w h ile  th e  F re n c h  o a k  b r in g s  re m in d e rs  o f  
s p ic e s , lik e  c lo v e , p e p p e rc o rn ... In  a d d it io n , 
a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  u s e s  o f  th e  
b a r re ls , th e  m ic ro -o x y g e n a t io n  o f  th e  tw o  
t y p e s  o f  w o o d  a re  d iff e re n t , s o  w e  o b ta in  
w in e s  w ith  a  h ig h e r  f ru it  lo a d  a n d  o th e rs  
w ith  a  g re a te r  p re s e n c e  o f  n o te s  d e r iv e d  
fro m  th e  c a s k  it s e lf.
 
T h e  A m e r ic a n  c a s k  o ff e rs  u s  h ig h e r  ra te s  o f  
m ic ro -o x y g e n a t io n , s o  th a t  th e  a g e in g  p ro -
c e s s  is  fa s te r. It  a ls o  g iv e s  u s  m o re  a g e in g  
n o te s  in  le s s  t im e  a n d  a ro m a s  lik e  c o c o n u t , 
v a n illa , c o ff e e , c o c o a  a n d  to b a c c o  a p p e a r.

T h e  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  F re n c h  o a k  is  d iff e -
re n t , s in c e  it  o ff e rs  m o re  t a n n ic it y , le s s  
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e v o lu t io n  o f  t h e  a g e in g  o v e r  t h e  s am e  
t im e  a n d  a ro m a s  o f  a  m o re  c o m p le x  
n a tu re  s u c h  a s  s p ic e s , p e p p e r, c lo v e s , 
to a s te d  b re a d , c e d a r, d r ie d  f ru it ...

T o a s t i n g  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  w o o d ,  k e y  
f a c t o r s
In  t h e  O n ta ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  w e  w o rk  w ith  m e -
d iu m  a n d  m e d iu m + to a s t . M e d iu m  to a s t  
is  le s s  in t ru s iv e  in  t h e  a ro m a  a n d  re s p e c t s  
t h e  f ru it , b r in g in g  n o te s  f ro m  th e  w o o d  
s u c h  a s  p e p p e r, c o c o n u t  a n d  c e d a r. T h e  
m e d iu m  + to a s t  is  m o re  in t ru s iv e  a n d  th e  
t ra n s fe r  f ro m  th e  w o o d  p ro d u c e s  a ro m a s  
o f  c a ram e l, h o n e y , sm o k e d  n u a n c e s , 
c o c o a , to a s t ... B y  p la y in g  w ith  th e  tw o  
to a s t in g  le v e ls  w e  m a n a g e  to  a c h ie v e  th e  

a ro m a t ic  b a la n c e  w h ic h  w e  a re  lo o k in g  
fo r  in  o u r  a g e in g . 
 
W e  ra c k  th e  c a s k s  tw ic e  p e r  y e a r. In  t h is  
w a y  w e  a re  a b le  to  h o m o g e n is e  th e  
w in e s  f ro m  d iff e re n t  b a tc h e s  o f  c a s k s , 
s in c e  a lth o u g h  th e y  c o m e  f ro m  th e  s am e  
s u p p lie r, o a k  a n d  to a s t , e a c h  o n e  h a s  
d iff e re n t  n u a n c e s . W e  a ls o  c o r re c t  t h e  
le v e ls  o f  s u lp h u r  d io x id e  a n d  a c t  o n  th e  
w in e ’s  c le a n n e s s , w h ic h , lo g ic a lly , p re c ip i-
t a te s  d u r in g  th e  a g e in g  p ro c e s s . A n o th e r  
a im  o f  ra c k in g  is  to  m a k e  th e  w in e  m o re  
e x p re s s iv e , s in c e  w e  e lim in a te  th e  m a t te r  
t h a t  is  in  s u s p e n s io n  a n d  w h ic h  c o n s u -
m e s  o x y g e n  a n d  le a d  to  le s s  e x p re s s io n  in  
t h e  w in e s .

Ontañón barrel warehouse, in The Temple of Wine. Tasting in the winery.
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- H o w  d o  y o u  d e fi n e  t h e  s t y le  o f  O n t a -
ñ ó n  C r ia n z a ?
- H e re  w e  h a v e  a  m o d e rn  R io ja  th a t  h a s  
b e e n  a b le  to  a d a p t  to  th e  t im e s  s in c e  its  fi rs t  
a p p e a ra n c e  w ith  th e  1 9 9 6  v in ta g e . W e  h a v e  
a lw ay s  b e e n  in  th e  fo re fro n t , lo o k in g  to  
im p ro v e  it  e a c h  y e a r a s  a n  o b se s s io n .
- I t  i s  a  c la s s ic  r e f e r e n c e  o f  b le n d in g , b u t  
t h e r e  i s  a ls o  c a r e f u l  s e le c t io n  o f  v in e -
y a r d s . D o  y o u  t h in k  t h i s  a ls o  b r in g s  i t  
id e n t i t y ?
- O u r s ta r t in g  p o in t  is  th a t  in  th e  w o rld  o f  
w in e , e ig h ty  p e r c e n t  is  d e c id e d  b y  th e  g ra -
p e s , fi fte e n  p e r c e n t  is  d e fin e d  b y  th e  w o o d  
a n d  th e  re s t  c o m e s  fro m  th e  w o rk  o f th e  
p e o p le  w h o  m a ke  it , so  th e  w in e  w ill a lw ay s  
b e a r th e  im p rin t  o f th e  id e n t ity  o f th e  zo n e  
a s  th e  fi rs t  d e sc r ip t io n  o f its  e x p re s s io n .
- H a s  t h e  s t y le  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ?
- T h e  w in e  h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  fa ith fu l to  its  
p r in c ip le s  o f a  m o d e rn  R io ja  w in e  a n d  
c o n t in u e s  to  b e  so , a lth o u g h  w ith  su b t le  
c h a n g e s  w h ic h  p o s it io n  it  am o n g  th e  b e n -
c h m a rk  c r ia n za s  in  o u r re g io n .

Interview with Rubén Pérez Cuevas  
Oenologist at Ontañón Familia

- In  w h a t  a s p e c t s  c a n  w e  a p p r e c ia t e  t h i s  
e v o lu t io n ?
- N o w ad ay s  w e  te n d  to  g iv e  m o re  im p o r-
ta n c e  to  th e  fru it  a n d  a  lit t le  le s s  to  th e  
w o o d ; th e re  is  a lso  b o d y  a n d  v o lu m e . B u t  it  
is  a  g e n t le  re v o lu t io n , a lm o s t  im p e rc e p t ib le  
a n d  w h ic h  w e  a re  c a rr y in g  o u t  w ith  th e  
u tm o s t  c a re .
- In  v in e y a r d  w in e s  t h e  s o -c a l le d  ‘v in t a g e  
e ff e c t ’ s e e m s  t o  b e  m o r e  p e r c e p t ib le , b u t  
in  a  c r ia n z a , w i t h  c o n t r ib u t io n s  f r o m  d i-
ff e r e n t  v in e y a r d s  a n d  v a r ie t ie s , i t  s e e m s  
m o r e  d iffi c u lt  t o  r e c o g n is e  i t .  W h e r e  c a n  
i t  b e  a p p r e c ia t e d ?
- T h is  fiv e  p e r c e n t  w h ic h  w e  m e n t io n e d  
e a rlie r m u s t  m a ke  th e  c o u p ag e s  o f th is  t y p e  
o f w in e s  to  b e  a lm o s t  in d is t in g u ish a b le  so  
th a t  th e  p e rso n  w h o  e n jo y s  th e m  c a n  c o n t i-
n u e  to  p re se rv e  th e  e v e r fa ith fu l m em o ry  o f  
th e ir s ty le  o f w in e . T h e re  is  a  v in ta g e  e ff e c t , 
b u t  w e  w o rk  it  w ith  th e  m a x im u m  p o ss ib le  
su b t le ty .
- T h e  c u r r e n t  t r e n d  i s  m o r e  id e n t i t y  
(o r ig in  o f  t h e  v in e y a r d s ) a s  o p p o s e d  t o  
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t y p ic i t y  (R io j a  s t y le , f o r  e x a m p le ). W h e r e  
i s  t h e  h a p p y  m e d iu m ?  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  d o  
y o u  c o n s id e r  t h i s  q u e s t io n  w h e n  m a k in g  
t h e  O n t a ñ ó n  c r ia n z a ?
- T h e  id e n t ity  c o m e s  fro m  th e  g ra p e s  a n d  
th e  zo n e , th e  ty p ic ity  fro m  th e  c lim a te  a n d  
th e  re g io n . W e  b e lie v e  th e  b a la n c e  lie s  in  
re m a in in g  fa ith fu l to  th e  ty p ic ity  w ith o u t  
re n o u n c in g  th e  id e n t ity  o f o u r te rr ito r y. 

T h e  R io ja  o f th e  th o u sa n d  w in e s  p ro v e s  th a t , 
a n d  w h e n e v e r w e  m a ke  a  b le n d  w e  k n o w  
w e  h a v e  to  le a v e  th e  id e n t ify in g  m a rk  w h ic h  
a c c o m p an ie s  a lo n g  th e  w ay.

- A n o t h e r  t r e n d  in  t h e  w in e  s e c t o r  i s  t h e  
in c r e a s in g ly  g r e a t e r  p r e s e n c e  o f  w in e s  
w i t h  a  f r u i t ie r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  le s s  p r e s e n -
c e  o f  t h e  o a k . D o e s  O n t a ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  fi t  
in t o  t h i s  l in e  o f  w in e s ?
- T h e  c u rre n t  p re se n c e  o f fru it  is  v e r y  
m a rk e d , b u t  it  h a s  n o t  a lw ay s  b e e n  e x a c t ly  
lik e  th a t .  O n ta ñ ó n  c o n t in u e s  to  a d a p t , w ith  
its  su b t le  c h a n g e s  to  th is  re a lit y  a n d  w e  
t r y  to  o ff e r  p ro d u c t  c a p a b le  o f c o m b in in g  
t ra d it io n  a n d  m o d e rn ity , s in c e  it  is  n e c e s sa ry  
to  m o v e  w ith  th e  t im e s  to  re s is t  a n d  e v o lv e  
a s  th e  g re a t  w in e s  w e  h a v e  in  th is  a n d  o th e r  
re g io n s  o f th e  w o rld .

“Balance consists in 
remaining faithful to the 
typicity without renoun-
cing identity”

Rubén Pérez Cuevas, oenologist at Ontañón Familia.
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U p  u n t il b a re ly  fo u r  y e a rs  a g o , w ith  th e  
a p p ro v a l o f  t h e  C o n t ro l B o a rd  o f  t h e  
D O C A  R io ja  o f  t h e  n e w  c a te g o r ie s  o f  V in o  
d e  P u e b lo , V iñ e d o  S in g u la r  a n d  V iñ e d o  d e  
Z o n a , t h e  le n g th  o f  a g e in g  o f  t h e  w in e s  
w a s  th e  s o le  c r it e r io n  fo r  t h e  o ffi c ia l c la s -
s ifi c a t io n  o f  R io ja  w in e s  in to  fo u r  d iff e re n t  
c a te g o r ie s :

-  G e n e r ic
-  C r ia n z a  
-  R e s e r v a
-  G ra n  R e s e r v a

A s  th e  jo u rn a lis t  J a v ie r  P a s c u a l re c a lls , 
w h ile  t h e  is s u e  o f  a  s p e c ifi c  m o d e l o f  b a c k  
la b e l b y  th e  C o n t ro l B o a rd  fo r  d iff e re n -
t ia t in g  b o t t le s  t h a t  c o n ta in  a g e d  w in e s  
d a te s  f ro m  A p r il 1 9 7 4 , R io ja  w e re  p io n e e rs  
in  t h e  c o n t ro l a n d  c e r t ifi c a t io n  o f  t h e  
a g e in g  o f  t h e  w in e s .

SOME NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF 
CRIANZA IN RIOJA

Rioja are pioneers in controlling 
the ageing of wines.

Back label models of the Rioja Regulatory Council.
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1 9 2 4 .- A  g ro u p  o f  p ro d u c e rs  a s k e d  fo r  
t h e  re c o g n it io n  o f  a  s p e c ifi c  g u a ra n te e  
s e a l w h ic h  w o u ld  a llo w  th e m  to  d iff e re n -
t ia te  R io ja  w in e s  f ro m  th e  re s t .

1 9 2 5 .- F F o u n d a t io n  o f  t h e  C o n t ro l B o a rd  
o f  t h e  R io ja  D e s ig n a t io n  o f  O r ig in .

1 9 2 8 .- F ir s t  re g u la t io n s  o f  R io ja  w in e s . 
D e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  G u a ra n te e  S e a l: ‘A  
re c t a n g le  o f  3  b y  4  c e n t im e t re  fi n e  p a p e r, 
w ith  a  s p a c e  h a lf  a  c e n t im e t re  w id e  in  t h e  
u p p e r  m a rg in  o f  t h e  lo n g e s t  s id e  o f  t h e  
fa c e  w h e re  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  n u m b e r  

HISTORICAL MILESTONES IN THE 
AGEING OF RIOJA WINES

Key dates

c a n  b e  w r it t e n . In  t h e  lo w e r  m a rg in  th e re  
w ill b e  a  s im ila r  s p a c e  w ith  th e  w o rd in g  
‘V in o  d e  R io ja ’, a n d  o n  th e  r ig h t , t h e  
w o rd  ‘G a ra n t ía ’. In  t h e  c e n t re  o f  t h e  s e a l, 
o c c u p y in g  th e  w h o le  o f  t h e  e m p t y  s p a c e , 
t h e re  w ill b e  a n  a p p ro p r ia te  a lle g o r y  fo r  
it s  p u rp o s e , w h ic h  th e  C o n t ro l B o a rd  w ill 
d e te rm in e , w ith  th e  s e a ls  fo r  t h e  m o m e n t  
b e in g  p r in te d  in  a  s in g le  c o lo u re d  in k  
w ith  a n  a d h e s iv e  b a c k in g ’.

1 9 5 4 .- A g re e m e n t  fo r  t h e  v o lu n ta r y  in c lu -
s io n  o f  t h e s e  s e a ls  o f  g u a ra n te e  o f  o r ig in  
fo r  w in e s  b o t t le d  a t  s o u rc e .

1928. First guarantee seal in Rioja. Council poster with the vintages.
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HISTORICAL MILESTONES IN THE 
AGEING OF RIOJA WINES

Key dates

1 9 7 6 .- T h e  re v is e d  re g u la t io n s  o f  1 9 7 6  
m a in ta in e d  th e  s am e  d e fi n it io n  a n d  re -
q u ire m e n t s  fo r  C r ia n z a  w in e s  a n d  a d d e d  
s t r ic te r  ru le s  fo r  t h e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  R e s e r v a  
a n d  G ra n  R e s e r v a .
 
1 9 7 9 .- E s t a b lis h m e n t  o f  t h e  n o rm  fo r  t h e  
fo u r  h is to r ic  c a te g o r ie s  -  v in o  d e  c o s e c h a , 
C r ia n z a , R e s e r v a  a n d  G ra n  R e s e r v a - a n d  
th e  is s u e  o f  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  la b e ls  b y  
th e   C o n t ro l B o a rd .
 
1 9 8 0 .- T h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  v in t a g e  w a s  m a d e  
a  c o m p u ls o r y  e le m e n t  o n  th e  b a c k  la b e l. 
1 9 8 0  w a s  th e  fi rs t  v in t a g e  o ffi c ia lly  id e n t i-
fi e d  b y  th e  C o n t ro l B o a rd .

 
1 9 7 0 .- T h e  re g u la t io n  o f  t h e  D e s ig n a t io n  
o f  O r ig in  fo r  t h e  fi rs t  t im e  d iff e re n t ia te s  
a g e d  C r ia n z a  w in e s  a n d  s t ip u la te s  a  
re q u ire m e n t  o f  a  m in im u m  o f  a  y e a r  in  
t h e  o a k  c a s k .

1 9 7 2 .- T h e  a s s e m b ly  o f  t h e  C o n t ro l B o a rd  
a g re e s  to  m a k e  th e  u s e  o f  n u m b e re d  b a c k  
la b e ls  c o m p u ls o r y . I t  e s t a b lis h e d  J a n u a r y  
1 9 7 4  a s  t h e  d e a d lin e  fo r  t h e ir  a p p lic a t io n .

1 9 7 4 .- In  A p r il o f  t h is  y e a r  t h e  C o n t ro l 
B o a rd  s t a r te d  to  is s u e  a  s p e c ifi c  m o d e l o f  
b a c k  la b e l to  d iff e re n t ia te  t h e  w in e s  m a d e  
w ith  c a s k  a g e in g .
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Informative publications of the Regulatory Council.

Various models of old seals from the Regulatory Council.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
WORLDWIDE

for Ontañón Crianza

in fi n it e  n u m b e r  o f  p r iz e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s : 
G o ld  M e d a l  a t  t h e  B r u s s e l s  W o r l d  
C o n t e s t ,  S o m m e lie r  C h o ic e  A w a rd s  in  
t h e  U n it e d  S t a t e s , o r  f ro m  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  
jo u rn a l W in e  P a ir, w h ic h  c a t a lo g u e d  it  
a s  o n e  o f  t h e  tw e n t y  b e s t  w in e s  in  t h e  
w o r ld  fo r  le s s  t h a n  2 0  d o lla r s .

O N TA Ñ Ó N  C R IA N Z A  2 0 1 6  w a s  ra t e d  a s  
t h e  b e s t  S p a n is h  w in e  in  t h e  U n it e d  S t a -
t e s  in  t h e  ‘S o m m e l i e r s  C h o i c e  A w a r d s ’,  
a  c o n t e s t  h e ld  in  S a n  F ra n c is c o  in  w h ic h  
t h e  b e s t  s o m m e lie r s , w in e  b u y e r s  a n d  
w in e  m a n a g e r s  f ro m  re s t a u ra n t s , b a r s , 

T h e  p re s t ig io u s  B r it is h  p u b lic a t io n  
D E C A N T E R  a w a rd e d  9 2  p o in t s  t o  o u r  
O n t a ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  in  t h e  D e c a n t e r  W o r l d  
W i n e  A w a r d s  2 0 2 2 .  T h e  D e c a n te r  
t a s t e r s  d e s c r ib e d  t h e  c h a ra c t e r is t ic s  o f  
o u r  2 0 1 9  v in t a g e  t h u s :  “ I t  h a s  a r o m a s  
o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s  a n d  c r i s p  b l u e b e r r i e s .  
I n  t h e  m o u t h  i t  h a s  fl o r a l  n o t e s  a n d  
o f  l a v e n d e r ,  w i t h  r i p e ,  j u i c y  f r u i t .  T h e  
o a k  i s  s m o o t h  a n d  t a s t y ,  w i t h  a  l o n g  
s u c c u l e n t  fi n i s h ”.

O N TA Ñ Ó N  C R IA N Z A  is  a n  e m b le m a t ic  
w in e  in  o u r  b o d e g a  a n d  h a s  re c e iv e d  a n  
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p u b s  a n d  c lu b s  f ro m  a ll o v e r  N o r t h  A m e -
r ic a  p a r t ic ip a t e d . O n t a ñ ó n  C r ia n z a  2 0 1 6 , 
a ls o  o b t a in e d  t h e  G o ld  M e d a l in  a  t a s t in g  
p a n e l w h ic h  is  d e c id e d  b y  a  c o m p le x  
p ro c e s s  o f  e v a lu a t io n  in  w h ic h  a s p e c t s  
s u c h  a s  t h e  p a ir in g  p o s s ib ilit ie s , q u a lit y , 
t y p ic it y , v a lu e  fo r  m o n e y  a n d  p re s e n t a -
t io n  o f  t h e  w in e s  a re  c o n s id e re d .

T h e  N e w  Yo r k  m a g a z in e  V i n e P a i r  
s e le c t e d  t h e  w o r ld ’s  b e s t  tw e n t y  w in e s  
fo r  u n d e r  2 0  d o lla r s  (R R P  in  t h e  U n it e d  

S t a t e s ) a n d  O N TA Ñ Ó N  C R IA N Z A  2 0 1 7  
w a s  t h e  o n ly  o n e  f ro m  t h e  D O C a  R io ja  
p re s e n t  in  a  lis t  in  w h ic h  o n ly  tw o  o t h e r  
S p a n is h  w in e s  a p p e a re d : B o r s a o  T re s  P i-
c o s  (C am p o  d e  B o r ja ) a n d  A v a n c ia  C u v é e  
d e  O  G o d e llo  (Va ld e o r ra s ). 

T h e  in fl u e n t ia l B r it is h  jo u rn a l, D E C A N -
T E R , s e le c t e d  O N TA Ñ Ó N  C R IA N Z A  2 0 1 5  
in  it s  J a n u a r y  e d it io n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t e n  
b e s t  R io ja  c r ia n z a s  in  a n  a r t ic le  s ig n e d  b y  
t h e  e d it o r  J u l i e  S h e p p a r d .

Raquel Pérez Cuevas, winemaker from Ontañón Familia.
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