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O N E  O F  A  K IN D
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ic u la r  a n d  g e n u in e  
fe a tu re s  o f  t h e  O n ta ñ ó n  R e s e r v a  lie s  in  it s  
b le n d  o f  v a r ie t ie s , it s  a u th e n t ic  c o u p a g e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t e m p r a n i l l o ,  w i t h  i t s  f r a -
g r a n c e  a n d  s i l k i n e s s ,   a n d  t h e  d e e p  a c i -
d i t y  t h a t  t h e  g r a c i a n o  g r a p e s  p r o v i d e , 
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x t ra o rd in a r y  g e m s  f ro m  
th e  p a n o p ly  o f  n a t iv e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  o u r  la n d . 
T h e  p e r fe c t  a n d  p re c is e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  t h e  
tw o  is  p a r t  a n d  p a rc e l o f  t h e  g re a te s t  h is -
to r y  a n d  t ra d it io n  o f  R io ja  w in e s  a n d  th e ir  
v o c a t io n  to  la s t  o v e r  t im e . T h is  is  w h y  th e -
s e  a re  t im e le s s  w in e s . F i n e  R i o j a  w in e s ,  
o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p a t h w a y  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t .

T h e re  a re  m a n y  re a s o n s  to  u n d e rs t a n d  
w h y  t h e  O n t a ñ ó n  o e n o lo g i s t ,  R u b é n  
P é r e z  C u e v a s , c h o o s e s  to  ju g g le  a n d  
b le n d  th e s e  tw o  g ra p e s , s o  e s s e n t ia l in  t h e  
h is to r y  o f  t h e  g re a t  w in e s  o f  R io ja , to  g iv e  
s h a p e , s t ru c tu re  a n d  h a rm o n y  to  o n e  o f  
t h e  w in e s  w h ic h  b e s t  d e fi n e s  th e  v o c a t io n  
o f  o u r  b o d e g a : O n t a ñ ó n  R e s e r v a .

T E M P R A N I L L O ,  R IO J A  G R A P E  P A R  
E X C E L L E N C E
T h e  te m p ra n illo  g ra p e  is  t h e  R io ja  v a r ie t y  
p a r  e x c e lle n c e , t h e  b a s is  o f  it s  g re a t  re d  w i-
n e s  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  
v a r i e t i e s  i n  t h e  w o r ld  d u e  t o  i t s  e l e g a n -
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A  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a p p r o a c h  t o  c l a s s i c i s m . W e  c l im b  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  d e  Ye r g a  
t o  p i c k  t h e  t e m p r a n i l l o  a n d  g r a c i a n o  g r a p e s  f r o m  o u r  m o s t  i c o n i c  v i n e y a r d s  t o  
m a k e  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  p r o f o u n d  r e d  w in e .
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c e  a n d  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  a r o m a t i c  a n d  
t a c t i l e  s e n s a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  o ff e r s  t h e  p a -
l a t e  a n d  o u r  m e m o r y . I t  c u r re n t ly  o c c u -
p ie s  7 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  R io ja  c ro p  a re a  a n d  
it s  o r ig in  h a s  b e e n  d e te rm in e d  a s  b e in g  
a  R io ja n  c ro s s  b e tw e e n  th e  w h ite  a lb i l l o  
m a y o r  g ra p e  (tu r ru n té s ), o r ig in a lly  f ro m  
C a s t illa -L e ó n  a n d  d e s c r ib e d  b y  A lo n s o  d e  
H e r re ra  in  1 5 1 3 , a n d  th e  b la c k  b e n e d i c t o  
v a r ie t y  f ro m  A ra g ó n , d e s c r ib e d  b y  N ic o lá s  
G a rc ía  d e  lo s  S a lm o n e s  in  1 9 1 4 , a n d  w h ic h  
is  n o w  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  e x t in c t io n . 

Te m p ra n illo  is  t h e  g re a t  S p a n is h  re d -w in e  
g ra p e  v a r ie t y  a n d  t ra d it io n a lly  h a s  fo u n d  

in  R io ja  t h e  te r r ito r y  w h e re  it  c a n  o ff e r  it s  
m a x im u m  e x p re s s io n  o f  fi n e s s e  a n d  e le -
g a n c e .

“ T h e  t e m p r a n i l l o  g i v e s  u s  a c i d i t y ,  a b -
s o lu t e l y  v i t a l  f o r  a g e i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s i l k i n e s s  o f  i t s  fi n e ,  p o -
l i s h e d  t a n n i n s  a n d  t h e  s u b t l e t y  o f  a  
v a r i e t y  w h i c h  d e fi n e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  e l e -
g a n c e  a n d  fi n e s s e  o f  t h e  im m o r t a l  R i o -
j a  w in e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a l t i t u d e  o f  o u r  
v i n e y a r d s  i n  t h e  R i o j a  O r i e n t a l  m e a n s  
t h a t  i t s  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  m u l t i p l i e d  e x p o -
n e n t i a l l y ” , e x p la in s  L e t ic ia  P é re z  C u e v a s , 
h e a d  o f  V it ic u lt u re  a t  O n ta ñ ó n .

Rubén Pérez Cuevas, winemaker at Ontañón Familia.
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THE ONTAÑÓN FAMILIA TEMPRANILLO
 SIERRA DE YERGA

A s  a n  e a r ly  r ip e n in g  v in e , t h e  te m p ra n illo  
v a r ie t y  is  c o m p le te ly  a t  h o m e  in  z o n e s  
w ith  a  c o n t in e n ta l c lim a te  a n d  a n n u a l 
ra in fa ll o f  a ro u n d  4 0 0  lit re s , w ith  a  w id e  
ra n g e  o f  t e m p e ra tu re s . T h a t  is , w ith  n ig h t  
t im e  te m p e ra tu re s  in  A u g u s t  o f  n o  m o re  
th a n  1 6  d e g re e s  a n d  n o t  m o re  th a n  3 3  d e -
g re e s  d u r in g  th e  d a y , b u t  s t ill w ith  g o o d  
e x p o s u re  to  t h e  s u n . T h a t  is , v e r y  s im ila r  to  
t h e  c lim a te  c o n d it io n s  in  h ig h  z o n e s  a s  in  
t h e  c a s e  o f  Q u e l, in  R io ja  O r ie n ta l, w h e re  
v ir t u a lly  a ll t h e  O n ta ñ ó n  F am ilia  v in e s  a re  
lo c a te d .

I n  Q u e l ,  s u m m e r s  a r e  s h o r t ,  h o t ,  d r y  
a n d  l a r g e l y  c l o u d le s s  a n d  t h e  w in t e r s  
a r e  c o ld  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  c l o u d y .  

D u r in g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  y e a r, t h e  te m p e -
ra tu re  g e n e ra lly  v a r ie s  b e tw e e n  2  °C  a n d  
3 0  °C  a n d  ra re ly  fa lls  b e lo w  -3  °C  o r  r is e s  
a b o v e  3 5  °C . T h e  w e t te s t  p e r io d  in  Q u e l is  

b e tw e e n  2  O c to b e r  a n d  1 4  J u n e , w ith  o v e r  
1 7%  lik e lih o o d  o f  ra in . T h e  w e t te s t  m o n th  
in  Q u e l is  M a y , w ith  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  7 .4  d a y s  
w ith  a t  le a s t  a  m illim e t re  o f  ra in .

T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  t h e s e  u p la n d  O n -
t a ñ ó n  F a m i l i a  t e m p r a n i l l o  v i n e y a r d s  i s  
b e t w e e n  3 5  a n d  4 0  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  
p l a n t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  9 0 s  i n  a  
z o n e  w i t h  p o o r  s o i l s  a n d  a  s a n d y -lo a m  
t e x t u r e  (1 6 .9 %  lo a m , 7 3 .1 %  s a n d ,  1 0 %  
c l a y ), a n d  w ith  a  h u g e  ra n g e  o f  o r ie n ta -
t io n s , t e r ra c e s  a n d  t ra in in g  s y s te m s .

T e m p r a n i l l o  h a s  a n  im p r e s s i v e  a r o m a -
t i c  c a p a c i t y ,  i t  i s  r o u n d  a n d  f u l l -b o d i e d  
i n  t h e  m o u t h  b u t  w i t h o u t  o v e r p o w e -
r i n g ;  i t  i s  p e r s i s t e n t  a n d  h a s  a n  i n c r e d i -
b l e  v i r t u e  o f  b e i n g  a b le  t o  m u l t i p l y  i t s  
o l f a c t o r y  s e n s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  g l a s s  a n d  
b r i n g  o u t  m o r e  a r o m a s ,  m o r e  n u a n c e s ,  
m o r e  b e a u t y .

Ontañón Familia High Altitude Vineyards in the Sierra de Yerga.
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GRACIANO, THE PERFUME OF RIOJA

G r a c i a n o  i s  a  m in o r i t y  v a r i e t y  w i t h  
i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  R i o j a  a n d  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  
p r e s e n c e  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  H is to r ic a lly , it  
h a s  fo rm e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  b le n d s  o f  t h e  R io ja  
G ra n  R e s e r v a s  a lo n g s id e  th e  te m p ra n illo , 
g a rn a c h a  a n d  m a z u e lo . I t  is  a  g ra p e  w ith  a  
v e r y  lo w  y ie ld , la te  b u d d in g  a n d  v e r y  lo n g  
r ip e n in g . I t  h a s  a n  e x u b e ra n t  a ro m a  a n d  
it s  m u s t s  a re  w in e -re d  in  c o lo u r, p le a s a n t  
a n d  h ig h  in  a c id it y , h ig h ly  p e r fu m e d  a n d  
e v o lv in g  to w a rd s  th e  sm e lls  o f  c u t  w o o d . 
J u a n  M a r c i l l a  A r r á z o la  (a u th o r  o f  t h e  le -
g e n d a r y  ‘T ra t a d o  p rá c t ic o  d e  v it ic u lt u ra  y  
e n o lo g ía  e s p a ñ o la s  d e  1 .9 4 2 ’) c o n s i d e r s  
t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  R i o j a  p e r f u m e  
i s  d u e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  v a r i e t y  

w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  fi n e s s e  a n d  q u a l i t y  
t o  t h e  c o u p a g e ,  l i f t i n g  t h e  a r o m a t i c  p o -
t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  t e m p r a n i l l o  g r a p e .

T h e  O n ta ñ ó n  F am ilia  w in e m a k e r, R u b é n  
P é re z  C u e v a s , e x p la in s  t h a t  g ra c ia n o  is  a  
v a r ie t y  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  h is -
to r ic a lly  a s  im p o r t a n t  in  R io ja  b e c a u s e  o f  
it s  a c id it y  a n d  th e  c a p a c it y  to  ro u n d  th e  
b le n d s  o f  t h e  g ra n  re s e r v a s . “ I  h a v e  w o r -
k e d  w i t h  i t  a  l o t ,  I  h a v e  e n j o y e d  i t  i n  
t h e  fi e ld  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  d e m a n d in g ,  d u e  
t o  i t s  c o m p le x  r i p e n e s s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  
o u r  h i g h  a l t i t u d e  v i n e y a r d s  i n  t h e  Q u e l  
d i s t r i c t ,  i t  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  w i t h  a n  a m a -
z i n g ,  d e l i c a t e  e l e g a n c e  a n d  fi n e s s e ”.

Leticia Pérez Cuevas, responsible for Viticulture of OntañónRaquel Pérez Cuevas, in the old vineyard of 
Ontañón.
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TIME AND THE MYTH 
24 months in French - and American-oak casks

S to r in g  a n d  a g e in g  w in e s  in  o a k  c a s k s  is  
o n e  o f  t h e  v it a l p ro c e s s e s  t h a t  m u lt ip ly  
t h e  t a s te , t e x tu re  a n d  a ro m a  o f  g re a t  w i-
n e s . T h e  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  o a k , t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  
w o o d , t h e  t y p e  o f  to a s t in g  a n d  th e  t im e  
o f  a g e in g  a n d  s to r in g  d e fi n e  th e  in te n s it y  
a n d  ra n g e  o f  fl a v o u rs  t h a t  t h e  o a k  g iv e s  to  
t h e  w in e s . T h e  o a k  w o o d  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  
c a s k s  a re  c o n s t ru c te d , a s  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  
L u i s  V i d a  e x p l a i n s , p ro v id e s  a  p re c is e ly  
m e a s u re d  am o u n t  o f  o x y g e n . T h e  w in e  
in s id e  th e  c a s k  o n ly  re c e iv e s  t h e  a ir  w h ic h  
fi lte rs  t h ro u g h  th e  fi n e  p o re s  in  t h e  o a k . 
T h is  o x y g e n  c a u s e s  s u b t le  c h a n g e s , a  s lo w  
o x id a t io n  p ro c e s s  t h a t  is  ju s t  e n o u g h  a n d  
w h ic h  tu rn s  th e  c o lo u r  f ro m  th e  p u rp le  
h u e s  to w a rd s  g a rn e t  a n d  b r ic k  re d . 

T h e  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  t h e  o a k  to  th e  w in e ’s  
a ro m a  is  a ls o  c ru c ia l a n d  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  
o f  t e r t ia r y  a ro m a s  d e fi n e s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  
a g e d  w in e s , o f  t h e  R io ja  R e s e r v a s  t h a t , a s  
in  t h e  e x am p le  o f  o u r  O n ta ñ ó n , o ff e r  a  
w o n d e r fu l a r ra y  o f  t e r t ia r y  a ro m a s .

O a k ,  a  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  e n d
T h e  o x id a t io n  o f  t h e  w in e  in  A m e r ic a n  
o a k  is  m o re  g ra d u a l t h a n  in  F re n c h  o a k . 
T h e re  a re  tw o  re a s o n s  fo r  t h is . F ir s t ly , t h e  
sm a lle r  s iz e  o f  t h e  p o re  a n d  a ls o  th e  th ic -
k n e s s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n -o a k  s t a v e s  o f  t h e  
c a s k  (2 9  m illim e t re s ) is  g re a te r  t h a n  in  t h e  
c a s e  o f  F re n c h  o a k  (2 1  m illim e t re s ).  B y  
p la y in g  w ith  th e s e  tw o  c h a ra c te r is t ic s , w e  
c a n  m a n a g e  to  g e t  t h e  o x id a t io n  to  p ro -
g re s s  m u c h  m o re  s lo w ly  a n d  th is  a llo w s  
u s  to  a g e  th e  w in e  fo r  lo n g e r  p e r io d s .

A m e r i c a n  o a k
T h e re  a re  d iff e re n t  g ro u p s  o f  A m e r ic a n  
o a k  s p e c ie s  in  t h e  w o r ld , a lt h o u g h  th e  
o n e  w e  u s e  th e  m o s t  is  t h e  ‘Q u e rc u s  A lb a ’. 
I t  is  fo u n d  m a in ly  in  t h e  s t a te s  o f  O h io , 
M is s o u r i, V irg in ia , W is c o n s in , I llin o is  a n d  
Io w a . I t  is  a  v e r y  d e n s e  o a k  w ith  a  fi n e  
g ra in . I t  is  t h e  o n e  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  t h e  
le a s t  t a n n in  (3 5  g r/k g ), b u t  it  is  v e r y  r ic h  in  
a ld e h y d e s  (w h ic h  is  w h e re  th e  v a n illa  a ro -
m a  c o m e s  f ro m ) a n d  la c to n e s  (c o c o n u t  
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a ro m a ). H o w e v e r, it  h a s  v e r y  lit t le  e u g e n o l 
(c lo v e  a ro m a ), s o  it  p ro d u c e s  a n  a ro m a  
w h ic h  is  m o re  ‘b o is é ’ (w o o d y  a ro m a ) th a n  
o a k  o f  F re n c h  o r ig in , b u t  w ith  a  lo w e r  
t a n n in  c o n te n t . 

F r e n c h  o a k
T h e  F re n c h  o a k  u s e d  fo r  a g e in g  w in e s  is  
t h e  o n e  c a lle d  Q u e rc u s  s e s s ilis  o r  Q u e rc u s  
p e t ra e a . I t  is  m o s t  a b u n d a n t  in  t h e  fo re s t s  
o f  A llie r, N e v e rs  a n d  T ro n ç a is . I t  p re fe rs  
p o o r, s a n d y  s o ils  a n d  p ro d u c e s  t a lle r  t re e s  
w ith  a  t ru n k  w ith  a  sm a lle r  d iam e te r  a n d  
a  fi n e r  g ra in . I t  h a s  le s s  t a n n in  c o n te n t  
(4 5  g r/k g ) a n d  is  id e a l fo r  a g e in g  w in e s . 
I t s  a ro m a t ic  n o te s  a re  s p ic ie r  (it  is  a  w o o d  
r ic h  in  e u g e n o l, w h ic h  h a s  a  sm e ll o f  
c lo v e s ), d r y  a n d  s e r io u s . T h e re  is  a ls o  le s s  
e v a p o ra t io n  th a n  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  L im o u s in  
o a k .

T O A S T S .  M A X IM U M  S U B T L E T Y
T h e  b e a u t y  o f  o u r  O n t a ñ ó n  R e s e r v a  is  
a ls o  fo u n d e d  o n  b e in g  a b le  to  b a la n c e  

th e  le n g th  o f  a g e in g  a n d  p la y in g  w ith  th e  
g ra d e  o f  to a s t  o f  t h e  c a s k s .

M e d i u m  t o a s t s
W e  u s e  m e d iu m  to a s t s , in  w h ic h  w e  
c h a r  fi v e  m illim e t re s   o f  t h ic k n e s s  o f  t h e  
o a k . T h is  to a s t  g iv e s  u s  c o m p le x it y  a n d  
a ro m a t ic  p o te n c y  w h ile  a t  t h e  s am e  t im e  
in c re a s in g  t a n n ic it y .

A R O M A S  O F  T H E  M E D I U M  T O A S T S  
I n  A m e r i c a n  o a k
T h e  a ro m a s  w h ic h  fam o u s ly  a p p e a r  in  
A m e r ic a n  o a k  a re  v a n illa , c a ram e l, n u t s , 
c h o c o la te , to a s t , h o n e y  a n d  th e  c o c o n u t  
is  e v e n  m o re  in te n s ifi e d .

I n  F r e n c h  o a k
w e  s e e  a n  in c re a s e  in  la c t ic  n o te s , re m in -
d e rs  o f  c ig a r  b o x e s , c e d a r  a n d  to b a c c o , 
am o n g  m a n y  m o re  w h ic h  m u lt ip ly  in  t h e  
g la s s  a n d  w h ic h  re c a ll w ild  s t raw b e r r ie s , 
re d  b e r r ie s  a n d  d am so n  jam .

Barrel warehouse of the Temple of Wine, by Ontañón Familia Ontañón Familia barrels.
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T h e  t ra n s fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  w in e  in  t h e  c a s k  
is  v it a l. In  t h e  c la s s ic  “B o rd e a u x  m e th o d ” 
fo r  g re a t  a g e d  w in e s ,  w e  ra c k  th e  w in e  
e v e r y  th re e  o r  fo u r  m o n th s : t h e  w in e s  is  
re m o v e d  m a n u a lly  a n d  p u m p e d  in to  a  
t a n k . T h e  c a s k s  a re  w a s h e d , s te r ilis e d  w ith  
s u lp h u r  a n d  o n c e  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  r in s e d  
o u t  w ith  w a te r  t h e y  a re  re fi lle d  w ith  w in e  
to  c o n t in u e  th e  e v o lu t io n . O n e  o f  t h e  

RACKING, THE CELLAR MASTER’S ART

m o s t  im p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  r a c k i n g  i s  
d e c a n t i n g .  T h e  s e d im e n t  w h ic h  fo rm s  
a t  t h e  b o t to m  o f  t h e  c a s k  c o n ta in s  d e a d  
y e a s t , b a c te r ia , o rg a n ic  s u b s t a n c e s  o r  
fi n in g  a g e n t s  w h ic h  h a v e  to  b e  s e p a ra te d  
f ro m  th e  w in e . In  a d d it io n , ra c k in g  h e lp s  
u s  to  o b ta in  a  w in e  w ith  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  
fl a v o u r.

Racking in the barrel room
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OVER TWELVE MONTHS IN THE 
“TEMPLE OF WINE” BOTTLE CELLAR

T h e  m a in  d iff e re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  a g e in g  
o f  t h e  w in e  in  t h e  c a s k  a n d  in  t h e  b o t t le  is  
t h e  c ru c ia l ro le  p la y e d  b y  o x y g e n . W h e n  
it  is  a g e in g  in  t h e  w o o d e n  c a s k , t h e  w in e  
is  re c e iv in g  t in y  b u t  c o n t in u o u s  d o s e s  
o f  o x y g e n  th ro u g h  th e  p o re s  in  t h e  o a k . 
H o w e v e r, d u r i n g  b o t t l e  a g e i n g  t h e  
w i n e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  f r e e  o f  a n y  o x y g e n ,  
e x c e p t  t h e  t i n y  q u a n t i t y  p r o d u c e d  b y  
t h e  c h a m b e r  o f  a i r  i n  t h e  b o t t l e  b e f o -

r e  i t  i s  s e a l e d  a n d  c o r k e d  a n d  t h e  m i -
c r o s c o p i c  m i c r o -o x y g e n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  
t h e  p o r e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  n a t u r a l  c o r k  
s t o p p e r s .  B e c a u s e  m ic ro -o x y g e n a t io n  is  
fu n d am e n ta l in  t h e  w in e ’s  a g e in g  p ro c e s s , 
in  t h e s e  sm a ll q u a n t it ie s , t h e  o x y g e n  s t a -
b iliz e s  a n d  in c re a s e s  t h e  in te n s it y  o f  t h e  
c o lo u r, h a rm o n is e s  t h e  s e n s a t io n s  in  t h e  
m o u th  a n d  im p ro v e s  th e  w in e ’s  a ro m a t ic  
c o m p le x it y .

The Ontañón reserve in the Centauro winery.



- 10 -

THE VINEYARDS, THE ORIGIN, THE LAND, 
THE LANDSCAPE OF WONDERLAND

95% tempranillo and a dash of graciano

O n ta ñ ó n  R e s e r v a  c o n s is t s  o f  a  c o u p a g e  o f  
9 5%  te m p ra n illo  a n d  a  d a s h  o f  g ra c ia n o . 
In  it s  c o m p o s it io n , tw o  o f  o u r  b o d e g a ’s  
m o s t  b e lo v e d  v in e y a rd s  a re  in v o lv e d : L a  
P a s a d a , p la n te d  o v e r  t h re e  d e c a d e s  a g o  
in  t h e  S i e r r a  d e  Y e r g a  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  8 0 0  
m ; a n d  L a  N a v e , a  p lo t  lo c a te d  in  t h e  S i e -
t e  C a m i n o s  d is t r ic t , a t  t h e  fo o t  o f  M o n te  
Ye rg a . A  v in e y a rd  p la n te d  in  2 0 0 4  a t  a n  
a lt it u d e  o f  4 5 0  m e t re s . V in e s  s it u a te d  in  
v e r y  c o o l a re a s  a n d  a s  t h e y  a re  a t  t h e  v e r y  
e d g e  o f  t h e  lim it s  o f  c u lt iv a t io n , r ip e n in g  
o f  t h e  b e r r ie s  is  id e a lly  g ra d u a l a n d  s lo w ; 
a n d  th e  h a r v e s t  – b y  h a n d  – is  o n e  o f  t h e  
la te s t  in  R io ja .

T h e  c lu s te rs  u n d e rg o  a  d o u b le  s e le c t io n  
p ro c e s s . In  t h e  v in e y a rd  it s e lf  a n d  o n  
re c e p t io n  a t  t h e  w in e r y . W e  o n ly  s e le c t  
t h e  g ra p e s  w h ic h  c o m e  f ro m  th e  h ig h e s t  

z o n e s , s in c e  th e y  r ip e n  v e r y  s lo w ly  a n d  
th e  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  a c id it y  a n d  s t ru c tu -
re  is  a b s o lu te ly  p e r fe c t .

H A R V E S T  S T A G G E R E D
T h e  h a r v e s t  i s  s t a g g e r e d  a n d  c o n d u c -
te d  b y  v a r ie t y . W e  s t a r t  w ith  th e  te m p ra n i-
llo  a n d  w h e n  th e  r ip e n e s s  o f  t h e  g ra c ia n o  
g ra p e s  re a c h e s  it s  id e a l p o in t , w e  b e g in  
p ic k in g  th e s e  g ra p e s  to o . T h e  g ra p e s  a re  
p ic k e d  b y  h a n d  a n d  p la c e d  in  c ra te s  fo r  
t ra n s fe r  to  t h e  w in e r y  fa c ilit ie s  u n d e r  re f r i-
g e ra te d  c o n d it io n s  s o  a s  to  p re s e r v e  th e ir  
in te g r it y  to  t h e  m a x im u m . T h e  s e l e c t i o n  
i s  m a d e  a t  t h r e e  l e v e l s : in  t h e  v in e y a rd , 
u p o n  re c e p t io n  a t  t h e  w in e r y  a n d  o n  a  
s o r t in g  t a b le  b e fo re  g o in g  in to  th e  v a t s .

2 0 1 5  H A R V E S T
T h e  g o o d  c lim a te  c o n d it io n s , w h ic h  

Ontañón Vineyards in Quel, with its incredible biodiversity.
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t h ro u g h o u t  th e  g ro w in g  s e a s o n  fa v o u -
re d  a n  e x c e lle n t  v e g e ta t iv e  a n d  s a n it a r y  
c o n d it io n  o f  t h e  v in e s , w ith  n o  p e s t s  o r  
d is e a s e s  o f  n o te , a ls o  m a d e  it  p o s s ib le  to  
re a c h  a  g o o d  b a la n c e  o f  r ip e n e s s  in  a ll t h e  
v in e s , s o m e th in g  in  w h ic h  a n  e x c e p t io -
n a lly  fi n e  m o n th  o f  S e p te m b e r  d e c is iv e ly  
h e lp e d  e n s u re  th e  e x c e lle n t  q u a lit y . 

O n e  o f  t h e  n o te w o r th y  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
2 0 1 5  h a r v e s t  w a s  th a t  is  o c c u r re d  a lm o s t  
s im u lt a n e o u s ly  in  t h e  w h o le  t e r r ito r y  
o f  t h e  a p p e lla t io n , w ith  th e  m a in  p a r t  
c o n c e n t ra te d  in to  fo u r  w e e k s , w h e re a s  
t ra d it io n a lly  t h e  h a r v e s t  in  R io ja  s p re a d s  
o u t  o v e r  a lm o s t  tw o  m o n th s .

T ra d it io n a lly , t h e  F e a s t  D a y  o f  t h e  V irg e n  
d e l P ila r  o n  th e  1 2  O c to b e r  m a rk s  t h e  
z e n ith  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t , b u t  t h is  y e a r, a lm o s t  

t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  h a d  a lre a d y  
b e e n  c o lle c te d  b y  th is  d a te , w h ic h  o v e ra ll 
o ff e re d  g ra p e s  o f  g re a t  q u a lit y , c h a ra c te -
r is e d  b y  p e r fe c t  h e a lth  a n d  v e r y  s u it a b le  
a n a ly t ic a l p a ram e te rs  fo r  p ro d u c in g  
e x c e lle n t  w in e s . O f  s p e c i a l  n o t e  w a s  t h e  
h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w i n e s  f r o m  v i n e -
y a r d s  l o c a t e d  i n  c o o l e r  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  
w i t h  m o d e r a t e  v i g o u r  a n d  y i e l d .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  r ip e n in g  w e  e n jo y e d  s o m e  
d a y s  w ith  a  h u g e  th e rm a l b re a k , w ith  th e  
m o rn in g s  b a th e d  b y  th e  s u n  a n d  v e r y  
c o o l n ig h t s . 
O u r  v i n e s ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  o n e  
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  z o n e s  o f  t h e  D O C a  R i o -
j a  o ff e r e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  q u a l i t y ,  w i t h  
h e a l t h y  g r a p e s  a n d  a  p e r f e c t  b a l a n -
c e  b e t w e e n  a l c o h o l i c  a n d  p h e n o l i c  
r i p e n e s s .

Manual harvest in Quel.
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H A R V E S T

T h e  h a rv e s t  w a s  o n e  o f th e  la te s t  in  th e  a p p e lla t io n  d u e  to  th e  h ig h  a lt i-
tu d e  o f o u r v in e y a rd s . It  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  h a n d  w ith  th e  g ra p e s  p la c e d  
in  c ra te s , s e le c t in g  th e  c lu s te rs  o n  th e  v in e  a n d  th e  b e rr ie s  o n  re c e p t io n  
o f th e  g ra p e s  in  th e  w in e ry.

V IN IF IC A T IO N

Lo n g  m a c e ra t io n  (o v e r 2 1  d a y s ) w ith  a  c o n tro lle d  te m p e ra tu re  o f b e -
tw e e n  2 6  a n d  2 8 oC .

A G E IN G

24  m o n th s  in  A m e ric a n - a n d  F re n c h -o a k  c a sks , 2 4  m o n th s  in  th e  b o tt le .

THE VINIFICATION

Rubén Pérez Cuevas, at a moment during the tasting in the winery.
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C o lo u r : It  sh o w s  g re a t  d e p th  o f c o lo u r w ith  
a  b r illia n t , n u a n c e d  ru b y  re d  h u e  w ith  a  
s lig h t ly  irr id e sc e n t  c h a rá c te r o n  th e  e d g e s  
th a t  in d ic a te s  a  lo n g  a g e in g  p o te n t ia l.
 
A r o m a : T h e  w in e  d isp la y s  a n  e x p lo s iv e  
n o se  w ith  m ixe d  b e rr y  fru it , a s  w e ll a s  
d r ie d  a p ric o ts  w ith  m in e ra lit y  a n d  a  s lig h t ly  
t ru ffl e d  n o se  th a t  is  in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  te rro ir  
in  w h ic h  th e  g ra p e s  g ro w . It  sh o w s  a  to u c h  
o f a  b a lsam ic  n o te , w h ic h  c o m e s  fro m  th e  
sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f G ra c ia n o  th a t  m a ke s  
u p  th e  b le n d . A d d it io n a lly , n o te s  o f to b a c c o , 
c lo v e s , a  to u c h  o f sm o ke d  p e p p e r, v a n illa  
a n d  c o c o a  p o w d e r c o m e  fro m  th e  lig h t  
to a s t  o f th e  F re n c h  o a k  u se d  fo r a g e in g .
 
S a b o r : A  g e n e ro u s  w in e  w ith  g re a t  b a la n c e  
a n d  a n  u n c tu o u s  te x tu re  th a t  b e g s  u s  to  
c o n t in u e  ta s t in g  a g a in  a n d  a g a in . T h e  ta n -
n in s  a re  fle sh y, su b t le  a n d  y e t  s t ill e x tre m e ly  
p re se sn t  a n d  w e ll in te g ra te d . T h e  w in e  
sh o w s  in c re d ib le  c o m p le x ity  a n d  e le g a n c e  
e x p o s in g  n o te s  o f r ip e  fru it  a n d  a  to u c h  
o f in te g ra te d  o a k  o f th e  h ig h e s t  q u a lit y . 
D e c a n t in g  re c c o m m e n d e d .

ONTAÑÓN RESERVA
Tasting notes
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