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V iu ra  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  o a k  c re a te s  m a g ic . 
A n d  th a t  e x a c t ly  s u m s  u p  o u r  V iu ra  d e  
O n ta ñ ó n , m a g ic  in  a  b o t t le  t h a n k s  to  t h e  
b e s t  g ra p e s  f ro m  o u r  v iu ra  v in e y a rd s  lo -
c a te d  in  p a in s t a k in g ly  c h o s e n  s p o t s . T h e  
g ra p e s  f ro m  A lfa ro  a n d  A u s e jo  p ro v id e  u s  
w ith  le n g th  o n  th e  p a la te  a n d  b a c k b o n e , 
a n d  th o s e  f ro m  Q u e l, f ro m  v in e y a rd s  a t  a  
g re a t  h e ig h t , c o n fe r  a  f re s h n e s s  a n d  s u rp r i-
s in g  a c id it y . T h e  w o rk  w ith  th e  fi n e  le e s  in  
t h e  c a s k  o v e r  t h re e  m o n th s  p ro v id e s  th e  
le g e n d a r y  s u b t le t y , t h a t  s e n s a t io n  o f  f ra g i-
lit y  w h ic h  m a k e s  th e m  s o  s p e c ia l. A  w in e  
w h i c h  h a s  s e t  a  t r e n d  i n  R i o j a  t h a n k s  t o  
t h e  b a l a n c e d  w a y  i n  w h i c h  i t  b l e n d s  t h e  

f r u i t  a n d  t h e  o a k  i n  a  w h i t e  w in e : t h e  
e m o t io n , t e x tu re , h o n e s t y  a n d  e le g a n c e  o f  
a  v a r ie t y  w ith  w h ic h  w e  fe e l a  s t ro n g  b o n d .

L o v e  o f  t h e  l e e s  
T h e  fi rs t  t h in g  th a t  s u rp r is e s  y o u  a b o u t  
O n ta ñ ó n  V iu ra  is  it s  a ro m a s  o f  n o b le  s p i-
c e s , f ru it  a n d  w h ite  b lo s s o m . V iu ra  in v o lv e s  
s lo w , h a rm o n io u s , d e lic a te  w o rk , s in c e  it  is  
m a d e  w ith  it s  o w n  le e s  s o  th a t  t h e  w in e  
a ls o  re v e a ls  re m in d e rs  o f  p a s t r ie s  a n d  h a s  a  
p e r fe c t  b a la n c e  o f  v o lu m e  a n d  a c id it y . T h e  
a c id it y  p ro v id e s  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o n  w h ic h  
th e  s e n s a t io n s  a re  b u ilt , b o th  in  t h e  p e r-
c e p t io n  o f  it s  a ro m a s  a n d  o n  th e  p a la te . 

ONTAÑÓN VIURA
Meticulous work with its finest lees

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n d e s c r i b a b le  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  o a k  a n d  v i u r a .   W e  r o c k  t h e  
fi n e s t  l e e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o a x  o u t  a l l  t h e  n o b i l i t y  f r o m  a n  u n t a m e d  v a r i e t y  w h i c h  w e  
l o v e .  A  w in e  w h i c h  h a s  s e t  a  t r e n d  i n  R i o j a  f o r  t h e  b a l a n c e d  w a y  i n  w h i c h  i t  b l e n d s  
t h e  f r u i t  a n d  t h e  b a r r e l .
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Raquel Pérez Cuevas, in one of the viura vineyards in the Quel area.

Ontañón Viura expresses the white soul of Rioja Oriental.

A ll it s  a ro m a t ic  c o m p le x it y  s p r in g s  f ro m  
th e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  t h e  c lim a t ic  fe a tu re s  o f  
o u r  t e r ro ir s : t h e  in fl u e n c e  o f  t h e  M e d ite -
r ra n e a n  c lim a te  w ith  C o n t in e n ta l to u c h e s , 
lo n g  c o ld  w in te rs  a n d  h o t , d r y  s u m m e rs . 
A n d , o f  c o u rs e , t h e  a lt it u d e , t h e  p ro v e rb ia l 
a lt it u d e  o f  t h e  S ie r ra  d e  Ye rg a .

V i u r a ,  o f  u n c e r t a i n  o r i g i n  a n d  t h r i l l i n g  
V iu ra  –k n o w n  in  C a t a lo n ia  a n d  L a  M a n c h a  
a s  m a c a b e o - is  a  w h ite  g ra p e  w ith  a  c o n -
t ro v e rs ia l o r ig in . I t  h a s  b e e n  lin k e d  to  th e  
C am p  d e  Ta r ra g o n a , b u t  o th e r  e x p e r t s  s i-
tu a te  it  a s  o r ig in a lly  c o m in g  f ro m  th e  A ra -
g o n e s e  P y re n e e s  o r  e v e n  f ro m  th e  F re n c h  

s id e . In  t h e  w o rk  ‘A m p e o lo g í a  U n i v e r s a l ‘,  
b y  th e  F re n c h  a r is to c ra t , fa rm e r  a n d  v in e  
g ro w e r, A l e x a n d r e  P i e r r e  O d a r t , p u b li-
s h e d  in  1 8 5 9 , t h e  p r o v o c a t i v e  t h e o r y  
w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  m a y  h a v e  c o m e  
f r o m  A s i a  M in o r .  T h e  a c a d e m ic , J o s é  H i -
d a lg o , e x p la in s  t h a t  it  m o s t  lik e ly  o r i g i n a -
t e s  f r o m  S p a i n , f ro m  w h e re  it  s p re a d  to  
th e  s o u th  o f  F ra n c e . M a n s o  d e  Z ú ñ i g a  
w e n t  f u r t h e r  a n d  a r g u e d  t h e  c a s e  f o r  
i t s  A r a g o n e s e  o r i g i n , f ro m  th e  P y re n e a n  
a re a  a n d  th e re fo re  n o t  to  b e  fo u n d  am o n g  
th e  e a r ly  w in e s  o f  L a  R io ja , w h e re  it  s e e m s  
it  o n ly  m a d e  a n  a p p e a ra n c e  w e ll in to  th e  
1 9 th  c e n tu r y .
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I l d e f o n s o  Z u b í a ,  t h e  fi r s t  r e f e r e n c e  i n  
R i o j a
In  fa c t , t h e  fi rs t  re fe re n c e  to  v iu ra  in  R io ja  
d a te s  f ro m  1 8 4 7  a n d  b e a rs  t h e  s ig n a tu re  
o f  I l d e f o n s o  Z u b í a  e  I c a z u r i a g a , a  re -
n o w n e d  L o g ro ñ o  b o ta n is t , w h o  w o rk e d  
in  m a n y  fi e ld s  a n d  p u b lis h e d  h is  im m o r ta l 
w o rk  ‘F l o r a  d e  L a  R i o j a ‘.  T h e re  h e  m e n -
t io n s  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  w h ite  g ra p e  
v a r ie t ie s  t h a t  w e re  c u lt iv a te d  in  o u r  re -
g io n : M u s c a te l, U v a  P a s e ra , Te t a  d e  Va c a  
o r  J a é n , C a g a z a l o r  B la n c o -R o jo , To r ra n té s , 
L e g e ru e la , C o lg a d e ra , M a lv a s ía , R iv a d a v ia  
a n d  V iu ra . T h e  n e x t  re fe re n c e  is  f ro m  1 8 9 0  
w h e n  it  a p p e a rs  in  t h e  b o o k  b y  D ie g o  N a -
v a r ro  e n t it le d  ‘Te o r ía  y  p rá c t ic a  d e  la  v in i-
fi c a c ió n ’.

Tw o  y e a rs  la te r, in  1 8 9 2 , t h e  E s t a c i ó n  E n o -
ló g i c a  re s e a rc h  c e n t re  w a s  fo u n d e d  in  
H a r o  a n d  in  1 9 1 1 , in  t h e ir  a n n u a l re p o r t , 
t h e y  t a lk  a b o u t  t h e  v a r ie t ie s  b e in g  c u lt i-
v a te d : “T h e   v id a g o s  o r  v id u e ñ o s  (v in e s ) 
w h ic h  a re  m o s t  w id e ly  g ro w n  in  th e  re -
g io n  a re , am o n g  b la c k  g ra p e s , G a rn a c h a , 
Te m p ra n illo  a n d  M a z u e lo , a n d  am o n g  
w h ite s , M a lv a s ía , V iu ra , C a la g ra ñ o  a n d  
M u s c a te l; M ig u e l d e  A rc o  a n d  M o n a s te l, o f  
b la c k  g ra p e s , c u lt iv a te d  in  t h e  R io ja  B a ja , 
w h ic h  a re  ra re  in  t h e  A lt a , a n d  th e  w h ite  
v id a g o s  M a tu ra n o  a n d  Tu r ru n té s , c a n n o t  
in fl u e n c e  th e  c la s s  o f  w in e  o th e r  t h a n  
c irc u m s ta n t ia lly , if  a t  a ll, d u e  to  th e  sm a ll 
n u m b e r  c u lt iv a te d  in  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  th e  
p re v io u s ly  lis t e d  v id a g o s “.

The cover of ‘Flora de La Rioja’, by Ildefonso Zubía Icazuriaga.Alexandre Pierre Odart.
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A lre a d y  in  1 9 4 2 , J u a n  M a r c i l l a  A r r a z o la  in  
h is  w o rk  ‘V i t i c u l t u r a  y  E n o lo g í a  e s p a ñ o -
la s ’ t h in s  d o w n  th e  m a in  v a r ie t ie s  c u lt iv a -
te d  in  L a  R io ja  a n d  h ig h lig h t s  v i u r a  a s  t h e  
m o s t  w id e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e s e  
d a y s , v iu ra  is  s t ill t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  w h ite  
g ra p e  in  R io ja , w ith  6 .1 4  %  o f  t h e  to t a l c ro p  
a re a  o f  t h e  D O C a  R io ja , w h ic h  re p re s e n t s  
a ro u n d  4 ,1 0 0  h e c t a re s .
A n  u n e a s y  h i s t o r y
O n e  c u r io u s  fa c t  t h a t  c a n  b e  m e n t io n e d  is  
t h a t  in  M a r c h  1 9 9 2 ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  v i -
n e s  o f  w h i t e  v a r i e t i e s  w a s  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  
R i o j a . A t  t h a t  p o in t , t h e re  w e re  8 ,2 2 7  h e c -
t a re s  a n d   9 0%  o f  t h is  a re a  c o r re s p o n d e d  
to  v iu ra , 1 8 .6 7%  o f  t h e  to t a l a re a  o f  v in e s  
c u lt iv a te d  in  t h e  D O C a . Te n  y e a rs  la te r, a s  

A lb e r t o  P e d r a j o  re c a lle d  in  a n  a r t ic le  in  
t h e  D ia r io  L a  R io ja , a f t e r  in te n s e  re s t ru c tu -
r in g  o f  t h e  v in e s , a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 0 3  th e  
d o o r  w a s  o n c e  a g a in  o p e n e d  fo r  w h ite  
v a r ie t ie s  to  b e  p la n te d , a lt h o u g h  v iu ra  w a s  
e x c lu d e d . I t s  p l a n t a t i o n  w a s  n o t  a u t h o -
r i s e d  u n t i l  2 0 0 7 , a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  w h ite  
g ra p e s , to  b o o s t  t h e  s a le  o f  w h ite  w in e s  
f ro m  R io ja .
In  m a n y  t ra d it io n a l p la n ta t io n s , t h e  v iu -
ra  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  o c c u p ie d  th e  to p  o f  t h e  
v in e y a rd s , t h e  h ig h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  te r ro ir s , 
d u e  to  it s  re s is t a n c e  a n d  ru s t ic  q u a lit y . In  
a d d it io n , t h a n k s  to  t h e  g re a t  c a p a c it y  o f  
it s  w in e s  to  re s is t  o x id a t io n , in  m a n y  v in e -
y a rd s  it  re p la c e d  m a lv a s ía  a n d  g a rn a c h a  
b la n c a .

Juan Marzilla Arrazola, agricultural engineer. Ontañón viura vineyard in the Sierra de Yerga.
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THE HISTORIC RIOJA WHITE WINES

A s  J o s é  P e ñ í n  e x p la in s , a t  t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y , ju s t  w h e n  th e  fi rs t  R io -
ja  la b e ls  b e g a n  to  a p p e a r, t h e  te rm s  
‘C e p a  M e d o c ‘ a n d  ‘C e p a  B o r g o ñ a ‘  w e re  
a p p lie d  to  re d  w in e s  a n d  ‘C e p a  C h a b l i s ‘  
to  d r y  w h ite  w in e s  o r   ‘C e p a  S a u t e r n e s ‘  
to  sw e e t  w h ite s .  T h e  w h ite  w in e s  d id  n o t  
p ro m o te  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  t h e  v a r ie t y  o r  t h e  
f ru it  fa c to r, b u t  ra th e r  t h e  fe a tu re s  p ro d u -
c e d  b y  c a s k  a g e in g . T h e y  s o u g h t  to  a v o id  
a n y  n u a n c e  w h ic h  w o u ld  id e n t ify  t h e m  a s  
a  y o u n g  w in e . A m o n g  w h ite s , t h e  C h a b lis  
d is t r ic t  re p re s e n te d  th e  F re n c h  m o d e l o f  a  

d r y  t a s te , lig h t , a c id ic  w in e s  a n d  S a u te rn e s , 
fo r  t h e  sw e e t  a n d  s e m i-sw e e t  w in e s . T h e s e  
w in e s  e n jo y e d  s o  m u c h  s u c c e s s  t h a t  o n  
th e  la b e ls  o f  u n sw e e te n e d  w h ite  w in e s  it  
o n ly  s t a te d  ‘B la n c o  S e c o ’  (D r y  W h ite ) to  
u n d e r lin e  th e  d iff e re n c e  f ro m  th e  p ro life -
ra t io n  o f  sw e e t  w h ite  w in e . U n t i l  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  W a r ,  c o n t i n u i n g  
w i t h  P e ñ í n ’s  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
w h i t e  g r a p e s  i n  R i o j a  w a s  v e r y  im p o r -
t a n t  d u e  to  th e  g re a te r  t a s te  fo r  a g e d  w h i-
te  w in e s . T h e y  e v e n  u p ro o te d  m a n y  h e c t a -
re s  o f  w h ite  v in e s . (v iñ a s  b la n c a s ).
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Participants in a grafting course at the Oenological Station in the 1930s
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ONTAÑÓN VIURA

V iu ra  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  a  v a r ie t y  
w h ic h  is  to o  “a u s te re ” in  it s  a ro m a s , N e v e r-
th e le s s , t h e  o e n o lo g i s t s  o f  O n t a ñ ó n  l i k e  
t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  s u b t l e t y ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  
e x p lo s i v e n e s s ,  V i u r a  i s   a  s y n o n y m  f o r  
c o m p le x i t y ;  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  a  w in e  w h ic h  
c a n  o ff e r  a  w id e  s p e c t ru m  o f  n u a n c e s  b a -
s e d  o n  v a r io u s  fa c to rs : t h e  a lt it u d e  a n d  
v e r y  s lo w  r ip e n in g  o f  t h e  g ra p e s , fe rm e n -
ta t io n  in  s t a in le s s  s te e l, t h e  w o rk  w ith  it s  
fi n e s t  le e s  in  t h e  c a s k  a n d  fi n a lly , a  s h o r t  
a g e in g  o f  fo u r  to  s ix  m o n th s  to  re fi n e  a ll it s  
a ro m a t ic  s e n s a t io n s . T h e  jo u rn a lis t  A m a -
y a  C e r v e r a  p ro p o s e d  th e  d iv is io n  o f  t h e  
v a r ie t ie s  in to  th o s e  w h ic h  o ff e r  “e a r l y  a r o -
m a s ”   (a ro m a t ic  v a r ie t ie s ) a n d  “ l a t e  a r o -
m a s ” (n o n -a ro m a t ic  v a r ie t ie s ), in  w h ic h  

th e  a ro m a s  a p p e a r  w ith  t im e . U n d o u b -
te d ly , v iu ra  fi t s  t h is  s e c o n d  d e fi n it io n  to  
p e r fe c t io n , a n d  it s  m o d e ra te  a ro m a t ic  in -
te n s it y  a llo w s  it  to  a g e  a n d  e v o lv e  e le g a n t-
ly  w ith  t im e  b o th  in  t h e  c a s k  a n d  in  t h e  
b o t t le . A n d  it  is  ju s t  in  t h a t  s p a c e  th a t  t h e  
n u a n c e s  w h ic h  th r ill a n d  e x c it e  u s  m a k e  
a n  a p p e a ra n c e . S a r a  J a n e  E v a n s  s a y s  i t  
v e r y  c l e a r l y :  “ T h e  e m o t i o n  o f  w h i t e  R i o -
j a  c o m e s  w h e n  i t  i s  c o m b in e d  w i t h  o a k ”.  
In  t h e  jo u rn a l M i V in o , t h is  is  h o w  th e y  d e -
fi n e  th e  O n ta ñ ó n  v iu ra  w in e : “A  r ip e , f ru it y  
p ro fi le  w ith  a  m o d e ra te  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  
c a s k  a n d  w e ll in te g ra te d . D e ta ils  o f  s to n e  
f ru it  w ith  a n  e x o t ic  to u c h , q u in c e  p u lp  a n d  
s p ic e s  (v a n illa , c in n am o n ). F u ll a n d  g ly c e r ic  
o n  th e  p a la te , w ith  g o o d  a c id it y  to  g iv e  it  
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a  b a la n c e d  p a s s a g e  a n d  a n  e a s y  to  d r in k  
c h a ra c te r ”

V i t i c u l t u r e
To  m a k e  th is  w in e  w e  w o rk  w ith  th e  b e s t  
b e r r ie s  f ro m  o u r  v iu ra  v in e s  f ro m  d iff e re n t  
z o n e s  o f  R io ja : t h e  S ie r ra  d e  Ye rg a , t h e  v a -
lle y  o f  t h e  C id a c o s  a n d  c a re fu lly  c h o s e n  
p lo t s  in  A u s e jo . S o m e  g iv e  u s  le n g th  a n d  
s t ru c tu re  a n d  th o s e  f ro m  Q u e l, f re s h n e s s  
a n d  a c id it y .

V i n i fi c a t i o n
T h e  fi rs t  s te p s  in  t h e  p ro c e s s  fo r  m a k in g  
th is  w in e  s t a r t  in  t h e  v in e y a rd  w ith  a  v e r y  
e a r ly  m o rn in g  h a r v e s t  to  p re s e r v e  th e  f re s -
h n e s s  o f  t h e  g ra p e  b e r r ie s  a n d  to  p ro te c t  

a ll t h e  a ro m a t ic  p ro p e r t ie s  o f  t h e  v iu ra  to  
t h e  u tm o s t . F o r  t h is  w in e  w e  o n ly  s e le c t  
t h e  m u s t  f ro m  th e  fi rs t  p re s s in g .
T h e n  it  u n d e rg o e s  n a tu ra l, s t a t ic  d é b o u r-
b a g e  fo r  tw o  d a y s  a n d  fe rm e n t s  g e n t ly  a t  
1 4  d e g re e s  fo r  1 9  d a y s  in  s t a in le s s  s te e l 
v a t s . O n c e  th e  fe rm e n ta t io n  is  c o m p le te , 
it  re m a in s  th re e  o r  fo u r  d a y s  m o re  s o  th a t  
t h e  d e c a n t in g  w ill e lim in a te  th e  c o a rs e r  
le e s  n a tu ra lly .
I t  t h e n  g o e s  in to  A m e r ic a n -o a k  c a s k s  
u s e d  fo r  t h e  fi rs t  o r  s e c o n d  t im e  w h e re  it  
re m a in s  fo r  t h re e  m o n th s  w ith  o n ly  t h e  fi -
n e s t  le e s . A f te r  t h is  t im e , it  is  ra c k e d  in to  a  
b a r re l a n d  is  le f t  fo r  b e tw e e n  fo u r  a n d  s ix  
m o n th s  u n t il b o t t lin g .
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C o lo u r : Ye llo w  w ith  g o ld  a n d  h o n e y -c o lo u -
re d  g lin ts .
 
A r o m a : T h e  w in e  h a s  a  su b t le  flo ra l a ro m a , 
R e m in d e rs  o f t ro p ic a l fru it , g ra p e fru it  a n d  a  
h in t  o f w h ite  p e p p e r a n d  to a s te d  o a k  a ro -
m a s. Ve ry  su b t le  se n sa t io n s  fro m  th e  w o o d .
 
T a s t e : O ily  a n d  m e a ty  m o u th -fe e l. F in e  
n a tu ra l a c id ity  a n d  w e ll-b a la n c e d  p o te n c y.

ONTAÑÓN VIURA
Tasting notes



S a ra  Ja n e  E v a n s , M a s te r o f W in e , a n d  o n e  o f th e  to p  e x p e r ts  in  S p a -
n ish  w in e , s a id  o f o u r v iu ra  in  ‘D e c a n te r ’ th a t  it  “e x p re s se s  d iff e re n t , 
a t t ra c t iv e  n o te s  o f b a lsam ic  h e rb s  a n d  th ym e  o n  th e  n o se . A  sm o o -
th  p a la te  a n d  fre sh  a c id ity  w ith  g o ld e n  p lu m s, y e llo w  a p p le s  a n d  a  
fin a l to u c h  o f lim e . T h e  o a k  g iv e s  th e  w in e  a n  a tt ra c t iv e  sw e e tn e s s  
a n d  v o lu m e ”.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CALLED
ONTAÑÓN VIURA

In  ‘W in e  S p e c ta to r ’, a  sp e c ia lis e d  p u b lic a t io n  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , 
th e y  s t re s s  th a t  th is   “ b o ld  w h i t e  c o m b in e s  e x p r e s s iv e  fl a v o u r s  
w i t h  a  m u s c u la r  t e x t u r e . N o t e s  o f  p e a r  a n d  q u in c e  m in g le  
w i t h  b r io c h e , c a m o m i le  a n d  d r y  p in e a p p le , w i t h  a  j u ic y  a c id i t y  
a n d  l ig h t  t a n n in s  w h ic h  g iv e  t h e  w in e  b a c k b o n e ”.

In  ‘W in e  E n th u s ia s t ’, a lso  fro m  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , in  a n  a r t ic le  b y  K e lly  
M ag ya ric s , o u r v iu ra  w a s  h ig h lig h te d  a s  o n e  o f th e  w in e s  w h ic h  e x -
p la in s  th e  e v o lu t io n  a n d  fu tu re  o f w h ite  w in e s  fro m  th e  D O C a  R io ja .

- 11 -



- 12 -

www.ontanon.es | @bodegasontanon


